
In the United States, this is a relatively quiet soccer time.  MLS teams have completed the season, the expansion draft, and some trading.  Youth seasons are ending across the country.  NCAA tournaments will cover the first two weeks of December.  European club teams are in the heat of qualifying for the Euro 2008 tournament.  And, the draw for qualifying for the 2010 World Cup took place on Sunday in Durban, South Africa.  


With a couple of years to go, the format begins to take shape with an elaborate drawing held by FIFA.  This was a big celebration event with international television feeds around the world and representatives of all the countries on hand to witness the selection of pairs that will begin competition in Stage One.


The first round of the draw sets 11 matches (home and away) between FIFA’s lowest ranked nations and those games begin early in 2008.  Then the draw is made to set the qualifying matches for the higher ranked nations.  The FIFA World Ranking as of May 2007 is used to divide these teams with the highest in Pot A, next strongest in B, etc. through Pot F.  Pots A and B each have 3 teams; C has 6; D has 1, and E and F each have 11.  There is a “W” pot where the 11 winners of the competitions in E and F will be placed and utilized in the second round.  

For the US, this means the first qualifier for the 2010 World Cup will be against either Barbados or Dominica next June.  The qualifying group will likely put the US in a home-and-away contest with Cuba.  Ah, politics and soccer!


The interesting thing is that this pairing is not done by computer but by actually using pots (large bowls) and balls representing each nation.  Celebrities from soccer are invited to draw and there is considerable hoopla surrounding this procedure.  Imagine such a system with the NFL or MLB and you get some idea of the pomp and showtime surrounding this.


While the rest of the world is in club competition, Major League Soccer is on recess, of sorts.  Some teams are in area competitions such as Confederations Cup, on friendly trips, and the process of trading players is underway.  Seattle has been awarded a franchise, San Jose Earthquakes are back with a new team, and there is strong franchise interest in Philadelphia.  MLS is expanding.


Locally, the Fall Indoor recreation season is in the final two weeks.  Don’t let the term “recreation” fool you.  This is not casual play but it is a lot of fun.  There are no standings and everyone plays.  After the season finishes on December 13, players may decide to move to the Indoor Tournament season that begins with the Sturgis Christmas Classic on December 14-16.


Coaches who have held the “E” license for a year are eligible for the “D” course that begins tomorrow, November 30.  This class takes two weekends to complete but will bring a whole new level of understanding and technique to coaches.  Contact training@rcysl.com for more information.  

